
A terrific set of students joined us on our summer
courses in 2011. People praised their participation,
their politeness, their friendliness, their cheerfulness,
their work, their attitude, their general behaviour... 
just about everything about them. 

The summer saw record numbers through the courses as we made
good use of the extra boarding provided by Mowat, our brand new
boarding house which opened in January. Nearly all students made
the most of the opportunities on offer with all the afternoon, evening
and weekend activities and events, with many trying new sports and
other activities. There were a record 17 teams in the July “It’s a
Knockout” crazy games competition, where a team from Kings (8 –
13 year olds) managed to come in second place overall, just narrowly
beaten by the Green’s “White” team (14 – 17 year old boys). 

The traditional not-to-be-missed talent show towards the end of
August featured a wonderful array of talent, fun, dance, music,
comedy, magic and, of course, the ever popular, eagerly anticipated
and thoroughly enjoyed speciality dances from the staff of each of the
houses. Regular Tuesday night Discos brought delights and, every two
weeks, some tears as well as it meant time for farewells for those
about to leave the next day.

One of the interesting features of our summer courses is the addition
of a range of subjects, which is very popular with our students as
evidenced from their feedback surveys: biology, with all its fascinating
experiments; drama – what a performance; art – so much creativity;
geography – the Duke; and, of course, English itself with all its
components and variety of topics. It’s that special blend of language
and subject lessons that enriches the English learning experience.    

It seems that most of our students appreciate the opportunity to make new international friends and with 26 different
nationalities on this year’s courses, they had plenty to choose from. Of course, many are able to catch up with friends
they made on earlier visits as well as make new ones. It is always a delight to welcome back so many young people
who have visited us in previous years and this year was no exception. Nearly one in four students in 2011 had been to
at least one previous summer school here. 

An over-riding memory was the commitment of staff – teaching, house, pastoral and those working in other supporting
roles – to caring, advising, motivating, involving, stretching and inspiring the students, and to providing a full
programme of learning, activities and events. The students themselves obviously thought so as they rated the staff very
highly in their feedback surveys.  But our final word should go to the students themselves for their responsive and
responsible performance. They made us proud of them and we hope they are proud of themselves. They deserve to be. 

26 Countries
Represented

Austria

Belarus

China

Colombia

Czech 
Republic

Estonia

France

Germany

Greece

Italy

Japan

Kazakhstan

Korea

Latvia

Poland

Qatar

Russia

Saudi Arabia

Spain

Sweden

Switzerland

Taiwan

Thailand

Turkey

Ukraine

Vietnam
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SUMMER VACATION 2012
Arrival Days for Intensive 

English Courses

Wednesday 4 July
for 2, 4, 6 or 8 weeks

Wednesday 18 July
for 2, 4 or 6 weeks

Wednesday 1 August
for 2 or 4 weeks

Wednesday 15 August
for 2 weeks

Daryl Barker MBE – Director of Short Courses
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Every day I woke up feeling that somethingexciting is going to happen. All the lessons,teacher, staffs, pupils and absolutelyeverything were unbelievable. I think it isthe best international summer college. Iwant to say ‘thank you’ for everything youdid, your kindness, entertainment we’ve hadand especially for the food, it was reallydelicious. I’m looking forward to cominghere next year. 

Alesia Belarus

When I came here, I was very nervous because this is my

first trip to England.
 I worried about friends, food,

lessons….and so on. 
But I didn’t have to worry so much.

Many people talked to 
me or smiled at me. It made me

happy.

But I couldn’t talk to other people because I thought

that I couldn’t speak English well. Then, I understood

that I don’t have to speak perfect
 English so I tried to

speak English more and more and study harder to make

more foreign friends. I
t was difficult for me to express

my feelings, but I think my English got better. I talked

with my new friends about our countries and I found out

a lot of new things.  I think this trip might be the most

important trip for me in my life. It was such fun!

Aoi Japan

Today is my last day and when I look back to the beginning of

the summer course I ask myself how I could have felt so

homesick! I feel as if my family is here in Sherborne now. I

know everything and everyone and I don’t want to go home.

Here is the perfect balance between improving your English

and having fun and free time with your friends. When I look

back on the last six weeks and how many friends I have

found I can see that this was the most incredible journey in

my life. (And of course I’m coming back next year!).

Julia Germany

A WONDERFUL SUMMER

Some teachers teach us incredible lessons. Ireally enjoyed these eight weeks and I hopeI can come back next year. Thanks
Sherborne for giving me so many different
memories.

Sam Taiwan

In Biology I learned a lot of

new vocabulary and we did many

experiments and we looked at a

real heart, lungs, windpipe, brain

and head. There were many

practical things to do.

Julia Germany

MY FAVOURITE CLASS

I liked English. The
teacher was funny and I
studied and laughed at the
same time.

Sakurako Japan

Art because it’s so

cool!!!

Timo Austria

Last Sunday, we went to Longleat, It was great. We

arrived there at about 11 o’clock and the safari

started. First of all, we saw the giraffes, then the

deer, elephants, tigers and lions. After the Safari we

went to Longleat Park, where we went in the

labyrinth, it was amazing. Then we went to the zoo

where I touched a millipede and a snake, it was

fantastic. 

Michele Italy

GREAT DAYS OUT We all got a chance to visit Bath, includingamazing places of interest and fantasticviews. I loved the Roman Baths, a perfectmixture of modern and classic. Howbeautiful! Later I went to the hills aroundthe city with my friend where the grasslandand the strong wind really reminded me ofthe steppe in my hometown. There we sawthe whole of Bath. It’s a fantastic citywith great culture and nature. 
James China

Our invention is a make-up kit attached to a steering wheel.

It contains bright eye shadows, black mascara, lipstick, a hair

brush, a mirror, face powder and a compartment for jewellery.

It allows women to put on their make up while they are in a

traffic jam. In fact, it activates only when the car stops and

it closes automatically when the car starts moving so it

discourages women from using it when driving. It enables busy

women to save time by putting on their make-up on their way

to work.

Elena and Nastya 

A USEFUL INVENTION
Two weeks ago we went on an amazing trip
to the city of Wells. We had the

opportunity to walk in the oldest inhabited
street in Europe. It was fantastic! I
felt like the whole history galloped in
front of my eyes. 

Yevgeniy Russia

Today was the best day of my summer course at

Sherborne because I went fishing. We caught 13 small

fish and then we went to catch big fish. It’s

different from catching small fish, it’s more

difficult. But I still caught a big, big, big fish!!! It

was the biggest fish today! I’m a fishing queen!

Thank you! 

Manju China

GOOD MEMORIES It’s a knockout was the most memorable event at the college.All the students were divided into different teams and eachteam had its own colour. We dressed up and painted our faces and allthe houses had their own slogans and all shouted and yelled at eachother at the top of their voices. No one wanted to be defeated.The games were so amazing: there were different ball gameswhich demanded a lot of team work; water games where you couldjust relax and enjoy it and some running games which made us sweat alot.

The event finished with laughter and excitement and, whateverthe results, all of us had a wonderful afternoon. 
Nan China

I found sailing amazing today.

It was my first time and it’s

really enjoyable and fun. I

really enjoy living in Sherborne

and I’ll never forget this

beautiful place! 

Mengting China

I used to be a dove

But now I’m an eagle

I used to be an invention

But now I’m an inventor

I used to be a small town

But now I’m the world

I used to know a lot

But now I understand that I don’t

Ella Russia

NOW AND THEN

I used to be a dreamer
But now I am part of the dreamI used to be just someone
But now I am me
I used to be just a player
But now I am the winner
I used to be an us
But now I am an individual
Ana Spain
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